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BENTLEIGHZ

www.bentleighrsl.com.au
ABN 64 756 700 342

Notice of Annual General Meeting
Bentleigh RSL Sub Branch Inc.

Registration Number AO091451X

Bentleigh RSL's Annual General Meeting
6.30pm on Tuesday 23rd March 2027
Bentleigh RSL 538-540 Centre Road Bentleigh Vic 3204

Any general business must be submitted in writing to the Secretary

no later than 5.00pm AEDT on Wednesday 17th March 2027
secretary@bentleighrsl.com.au

PO Box 125 Bentleigh Vic 3204

(03) 9557 4547 admin@berloighelromau B PO Box 125, Bentleigh Vi€ 3204 €3 538540 Centre Road, Bentleigh VIC 3204
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COMMITTEE

President ... Warrick McDonald
Senior Vice President ... Chad Cooper
TREASUIET ..ot Pat Cahill
Secretary ... Marilyn Parnell
Committee ... Wayne Holmes
William Keleher

Andrew Coffey

Elaine Rotor

Chief Executive Officer .............................. Glenn Sanders
Veteran and Community Services ................. Tammy Gardner

SPORTING BODIES
CONTACTS

Darts c..ccceveveeniiiniiiiieenene Holger Neumann 0437 323 703
Golf e Mark Paturz 0418 549 587
SWIMMErs.....c.ccceueveueueniurierrinenenes John Mortimer 0411 134 149
Angling ...coviiiceeeeien Marty McCaffrey 0424 152 431
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IMPORTANT DATES
TO REMEMBER

.

REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICES 2026
Wednesday 11th November 2026 * 10.30am

BENTLEIGH RSL SUB BRANCH INC.

The ceremony commences at 10.30am at the Cenotaph located at the rear of Woolworths
Bentleigh at Hodgson Reserve. At the conclusion of the service morning tea will be served.

CHELTENHAM SERVICE

The ceremony commences at 10.30am at the Cenotaph located at the rear of The
Cheltenham, 289 Centre Dandenong Rd, Cheltenham. At the conclusion of the service
morning tea will be served.

We welcome all members, families and friends to join us as we gather to honour and
remember those who have served and sacrificed for our country

ANNUAL VETERANS LUNCHEON 2027
Monday 12th April 2027 <+ 11.45am at Bentleigh RSL

All Service Members of Bentleigh RSL are warmly invited to this annual event. Pop the date
in your diary and RSVP your attendance before 1st April 2027 via 9557 4547. Bookings
open 2nd March, spaces are limited so get in early. Jacket and medals to be worn.
Photographer will be taking portrait shots of all Veterans.

BI-ANNUAL VIETNAM VETERANS LUNCHEONS
Thursday 18th February, 2027 ¢« 12pm at Bentleigh RSL

Wednesday 18th August, 2027 ¢ 11.30am at The Cheltenham,
including commemorative service at 11.45am sharp.

All Vietnam Veteran members are warmly invited to join our Vietnam Veterans Luncheons.
Please RSVP via Bentleigh reception 9557 4547.
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Dear Members,

As this is my first At Ease report since
returning as President of the Bentleigh
RSL Sub-Branch, it provides a great
opportunity to reconnect with our
members and friends and provide an
update on what has been happening
across our Sub-Branch.

Over the past couple of years, |
had the privilege of serving on the
RSL Victoria State Executive, during
which time Mark Schroffel was
elected President of Bentleigh RSL
and Simon Richards served as Vice
President. Since then, things have
somewhat reversed. Mark has been
elected State President of RSL Victoria,
and | have returned as President of
Bentleigh RSL.

| would particularly like to thank
Simon Richards, who stepped up from
Vice President to Acting President
during this period. Simon's organised
approach was certainly evident
when | returned, having completely

reorganised the President’s computer
system and filing — something | have
very much appreciated!

Among many other responsibilities,
Simon worked alongside Mark and
our Executive Committee during one
of the most significant changes to our

organisation in recent years - the

decision to lease the Cheltenham
Campus to the Melbourne Racing
Club (MRC).

When MRC initially approached
Bentleigh RSL with this proposal, it
was not something we had previously
contemplated. In early 2025, our
CEO, Glenn Sanders, together

with the Executive Committee and
Mark as Sub-Branch President,
commenced negotiations to ensure
that the best interests of Bentleigh RSL,
our Cheltenham members and the
broader community remained at the
forefront of every decision.

Bentleigh RSL | AT EASE VOL% -
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When Bentleigh RSL took over the
Cheltenham-Moorabbin RSL in
2015, at the request of RSL Victoria,
the objective was to save the Sub-
Branch from significant financial
and operational difficulties. Over
the following 11 years, we believe
we fulfilled that obligation and
provided stability and support to the
Cheltenham community.

However, we also recognised that,
as an RSL, there were limitations on
what we could do commercially to
provide the type of venue, services
and facilities our members and
community increasingly expected.
The partnership with MRC provides
an opportunity for the Cheltenham
Campus to continue as a sustainable
and successful venue while allowing
Bentleigh RSL to maintain its focus on
our core purpose.

Importantly, veteran services, welfare
and commemorations will continue
through Bentleigh RSL. While some
aspects may be delivered differently,
our commitment to veterans and

the Cheltenham community remains
unchanged. MRC are responsible

for the commercial operations of the
Cheltenham venue, including gaming,
bar and catering — areas in which
they have considerable experience
through Pegasus Leisure Group. They
also offer Pegasus Membership,
which provides members with benefits
across their network of venues.

Another significant change, as
mentioned earlier, has been Mark
Schréffel’s election as State President
of RSL Victoria. Mark brings
considerable experience in strategy,
leadership and corporate governance
to the role, and we are already seeing
positive ideas and changes emerging
at State Branch.

Victorian Sub-Branches are also
currently working through the RSL
Victoria Transformation Project, which

is aimed at ensuring the RSL continues
to evolve to meet both today’s
expectations and the future requirements
of our organisation as Victoria's leading
veteran representative body.

Another noticeable change this year
has been the significant increase in
both online and face-to-face training
programs. The responsibilities placed
upon committee members and
volunteers today are considerable,
and it is important that everyone

has access to accurate information,
appropriate education and, where
required, formal certification. These
education programs also extend to
our employees, who regularly attend
training sessions and professional
development programs.

Despite much of the doom and gloom
we seem to read and hear about,

| am pleased to say that Bentleigh
RSL continues to perform very well.
Perhaps the cold weather has helped!




| regularly see members and guests
sitting around the fires, enjoying a
chat and catching up with friends —
and our Winter Warmers on the menu
certainly seem to be hitting the spot.

One of our Committee members,
Andrew Coffey, recently started the
Bentleigh RSL Community Choir. | must
admit, when | first heard the ideq, |
had my doubts. Well, how wrong was
Il Andrew tells me he initially catered
for around eight people to attend,
only to have approximately 30
people arrive looking for seats. The
next gathering is actually happening
tonight as | type this report, and
judging by the enthusiasm from the
first session, it should be another
terrific evening. It is wonderful to see
so many people coming together,
having some fun and getting involved.

The recent CCV Ball, RSL Veterans
Ball and RSL Victoria AGM also saw
plenty of formal dresses and dinner
suits come out of mothballs as our
volunteers represented Bentleigh RSL
at these important events.

Finally, | would like to remind
everyone that our committee members
and volunteers all have lives outside
of the RSL. While technology means
an email or text message can be

sent at any hour of the day or night,

it does not necessarily mean the
person receiving it is sitting beside
their computer or phone waiting

/

to respond. We appreciate your
patience while we work through
the many emails and messages we
receive — including the ever-growing
number of scams — to get to your
genuine enquiries and concerns.

Sometimes a request also needs to be
referred to the appropriate person,
discussed by a particular committee
or formally voted upon. All of this can
take a little time.

As much as | fry to make myself
available, there are also times when |
am quite literally underwater — diving is
one of my passions, and unfortunately
phones and computers still don’t work
particularly well down therel!

Thank you for your continued support
of Bentleigh RSL. | look forward to
catching up with many of you around
the Club over the coming months.

Cheers,

Warrick K.D. McDonald

President

Bentleigh RSL

August 2026
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ANZAC DAY 2026

ANZAC Day is a time to reflect, remember, and honour the
sacrifices made by so many.

It was wonderful to see so many members of our local
community, both young and old, come together to attend the
commemorative services at the Bentleigh and Cheltenham RSLs.
Their strong attendance is a reminder that the ANZAC spirit
continues to unite generations and ensure the legacy of those
who served is never forgotten.

Thanks to the incredible generosity of our community, the 2026
ANZAC Appeal raised an outstanding $56,736.00.

This remarkable achievement would not have been possible
without the dedication of our volunteers, who generously gave

their time and effort throughout the appeal. Your commitment
truly makes a difference.

Funds raised through the ANZAC Appeal enable us to continue
the vital work we do in supporting veterans, serving members,
and their families across our local community.

To everyone who donated, volunteered, or supported the
appeal in any way—thank you. Your contribution helps ensure
we can continue to provide care, assistance, and services to
those who have served our country.
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After 10 years of dedicated service, we
farewell and thank Terry Hogan, who has
recently retired from his volunteer role as a

Compensation Advocate with Bentleigh RSL.

During his time with us, Terry has
contributed an incredible 1,800 volunteer
hours, providing invaluable support

and assistance to veterans within our
community. Terry has helped veterans
navigate the often complex world of DVA
claims, assisting them to understand the
process and lodge their claims.

Terry has worked tirelessly alongside
veterans and with the Department of
Veterans’ Affairs to advocate for the best

possible outcomes for those he supported.

His knowledge, patience and genuine
commitment to helping others have made
a lasting difference to many veterans and
their families.

Terry’s dedication over the past decade
is a wonderful example of the difference

one volunteer can make within our veteran

community.

On behalf of the Bentleigh RSL Committee,

Management, Veteran Services
Department and the many veterans Terry

TERRY HOGAN

has assisted over the years, we cannot
thank Terry enough for his 10 years of
service, commitment and friendship.

We wish Terry all the very best for his
retirement and hope he enjoys a well-
deserved rest after so many years of
giving his time to others.

Thank you Terry, for everything you
have done for our veteran community.

Bentleigh RSL | AT EASE VOLUME 79
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OUR WAY OF SAYING

At Bentleigh RSL, our members are at the heart of everything we
do, and throughout 2026 we've loved giving back with an exciting
range of exclusive promotions, special events and fantastic prizes.

The year got off to a sizzling start with our Summer Sizzler
Australia Day Super Giveaway, followed by an incredible $8,000
Cash Giveaway across January and February. It was a fantastic
way to kick off the year, with lucky Bentleigh RSL members sharing
in thousands of dollars in cash prizes.

February brought the romance with our Love is in the Air
Valentine’s promotions, where members had the chance to win
beautiful prizes perfect for celebrating the occasion.

In March, we embraced all things green with our St Patrick’s Day
celebrations, featuring delicious Irish-inspired food and drink specials
that proved a hit with members and guests alike.

Easter was another highlight, with a spectacular collection of

beautifully presented Easter Hampers finding new homes with many
delighted members.

We also made sure our mums felt extra special in May, giving away
stunning Mother’s Day Hampers and premium Wine Packs as a small
token of appreciation for the wonderful mothers in our community.

July saw us celebrate Christmas in July with festive giveaways that
brought plenty of winter cheer and smiles to our lucky winners.

i NmN DER NKTRETA



THANK YOU!

In August we celebrated A Month of CASH,
with almost $6,000 being given away
exclusively to Bentleigh RSL members. There
has never been a better time to make sure
your membership is current and enjoy all the
benefits of belonging.

And the excitement certainly isnt over!
These promotions are just some of the many
ways we like to thank our loyal members
for their ongoing support. Remember to
keep an eye on our promotions throughout
the year—there are always more exclusive
giveaways, prizes and special offers just
around the corner.

If you're visiting the Club, be sure to check
the promotional displays, follow our
announcements and enter whenever you
can—you could be our next lucky winner!

Thank you for being a valued Bentleigh RSL
member. We look forward to bringing you
even more exciting promotions and exclusive
rewards throughout the rest of the year!

1ST FRIDAY OF THE MONTH
TICKETS ON SALE FROM 5PM

BENTLEIGHzZ

*2026 ‘Local Legends Draw’ dates include: 6 Feb, 6 Mar, 10 Apr, 1 May
Meat trays proudly supplied by Cut Fresh Bentligh
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FOOD & WINE PAIRING
CONTINUE TO DELIGHT
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BENTLEIGH: = WHAT'S ON

STEAK YOUR CLAIM
TO DELICIOUS DEALS

Monday Night Len Q) Members
o e $25.00
Ny Non-Members

528.00

Tuesday Nights

JUST GOT EVEN BETTER!

WE'LL DO THE > ¥/ Members
COOKING TONIGHT /4 L S 522 50

Non-Members

*Ask our staff aboutjincluded drink selection

Choice between Chicken, Eggplant or Schnitzel ¢ Meal comes with your choice of drink*



2026

2026/2027

SOCIAL GROUP

Meet at the Bentleigh RSL on the 4th Thursday of every month.

September 24 12.45pm Trivia with Paul and Gillian

October 22 12.45pm Celebrate Seniors month with live music
entertainment by Alycia O'Brian

November 26 12-2.30pm  Swap Day - Have a few as-new unwanted items
athome? Bring them along and swap them for
something you'd love!

December 3 12pm End of year Christmas Party

2027

February 25 12.45pm Music entertainment with Olivia & The Legends of Pop

March 25 12.45pm Easter time trivia and treats, wear a decorated Easter
hat and join in the fun - Prizes to be won!

April 22 12.45pm Music entertainment with Retro Joe

May 27 12.45pm Games and craft affernoon - play a game with
friends or bring along an unfinished craft activity

June 24 12.45pm Music entertainment with Jennifer Lee -

Abba and Super 70’s Show

*NOTE: November event has been changed from a Market Day to a Swap Day






2026 BUS TRIPS
AT A GLANCE

Members have so far had a fabulous time on this year's bus trips!

We cruised through historic Williamstown aboard The Melbourne

Tram Boat, met some champion retired racehorses while visiting the

paddocks at Living Legends Homestead, and enjoyed a delicious
buffet lunch at the Ferntree Gully Hotel.

It has been wonderful to see everyone enjoying the outings, catching
up with friends, and making the most of these great days together.
We look forward to more adventures and good times on the road

throughout the year!

The last trip for 2026 will be:

19th NOVEMBER TO GUMBUYA WORLD
Wildlife experience and Buffet

Departing Bentleigh 9.15am
Departing Cheltenham 9.30am

Cost $40.00
Bookings open 19th October

All bookings to be made via Bentleigh RSL either in person
or by phoning 9557-4547

Keep up to date by checking

“What’'s On”

On the Bentleigh RSL website
Follow us on
Facebook

Bentleigh RSL | AT EASEVOLUME79 23
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SPORTING BODIES

ANGLING SECTION REPORT

In the first half of 2026, the angling section has
taken several charters with mixed success. Some
of the trips produced large fish in good numbers,
whereas other frips have been disappointing in fish
size and cafch size.

The highlight has been in March, over the labour
day weekend, where members travelled to Lakes
Entrance for our annual trip. We took a charter off
ninety-mile beach, where once again we enjoyed
another successful day on the water where several
large snapper, gummy sharks and over 200 slimy
mackerel were caught. Michael Heenan landed a
trophy leading snapper of 5.3kg.

After a recess of a few months, we are already
planning our spring/summer calendar. We have
booked charters on Port Phillip and Westernport Bays,
and the annual frip to Port Fairy to fish for sharks.

In November we will compete for the Bayside RSL
and after last years close miss, we can hopefully
bring the trophy back to Bentleigh.

If anyone would like to know about the Angling
Section, please reach out.

Tight Lines,

Marty McCaffrey
President, Angling Section

DARTS

The Darts Club have had an interesting season so far.

The Bandits were unfortunate last season in having
illness and injury impacting their ability to progress
to the 1st division, this has resulted in them being
relegated to 3rd division for this season at least.

Meanwhile the Blues were somewhat unlucky in
2nd division being defeated narrowly on multiple
occasions resulting in relegation to join the bandits
in 3rd division.

This rivalry will be an interesting test of two sides
to say the least, on the other hand it will mean
that there will be more home games played at
the Bentleigh RSL amongst ourselves and
visiting teams.

24 Benileigh RSL | AT EASE VOLUME 79

On behalf of both teams | wish to thank the staff
for ensuring that the darts area is always set up on
Wednesdays, this is most appreciated.

And as always if anyone wants to participate in
the darts, they can contact me or approach us on
a Wednesday night.

Holger Neumann
Darts Section
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CHOIR NIGHTS

2N & 4™ MONDAY OF
EVERY MONTH AT 7PM

LOCATION: UPSTAIRS FUNCTION ROOM

Join the fun, sing along with the Bentleigh RSL choir.
No auditions, just come and join in some group singing.

All ages welcome, no experience or musical ability required.

Contact Andrew Coffey 0408 998 221




VETERAN & COMMUNITY
SERVICES PROGRAMS

We are proud to offer a range of programs to all our

KEY SAFE PROGRAM

Bentleigh RSL offers key safe installation to qualifying veterans and aoffiliate
members. The safe is installed and locked at the front of the home with a
personalised PIN that will only be known by the member, next of kin, Ambulance,
Police or Fire Brigade.

In the case of an emergency, the emergency services will obtain the key from the key
safe to gain access to the home without them having to break in and cause damage
to your property. The Key Safe can also be used if you accidentally lock yourself out
of the house or a family member needs to access your home in an emergency. We
ask that all emergency contact details be updated on the database every two years
via the RSL.

The key safe remains the property of the RSL.

HOME MAINTENANCE

We are happy to offer minor handyman repairs and odd jobs around the home. If
larger home maintenance is required we can help you source a local independent
contractor for a quote.

TAXI VOUCHERS

We offer Taxi Vouchers to assist our Veterans and War Widows with transport to
medical appointments when no other transport options are available.

If you hold a DVA Gold or White Card, you may also be eligible for no-cost
transport to approved medical appointments through DVA.

For information about your eligibility, please contact DVA directly on 1800-550-455

SOCIAL GROUPS

We offer a range of social activities including Exercise Classes, Bingo, Coffee Club,
Social Groups and Luncheons. These are held in a relaxed atmosphere designed to
combat social isolation. Contact Veteran Services for further details of the programs.

26 BentleighRSL | AT EASE VOLUME 79




Y

P

OLUNTEERS NEEDED |

We're looking for volunteers to help sell poppies during the Poppy Appeal 2026.

Veterans and members of Bentleigh RSL. ..

LAWN MOWING

We are proud to offer lawn mowing services to veterans who may find it difficult to
manage their lawns independently due to physical or financial challenges.

MEDICAL AIDS

We stock a variety of mobility aids available to try or borrow. We recommend
consulting your doctor prior to using any mobility aids.

AGED CARE AND COMMUNITY VISITING

If you've recently been in hospital, moved into aged care, or are living on your own,
we'd love to arrange a friendly visit from one of our community visitors or veteran
support team. It's a great way to share some company, a chat, and a little extra
support when you need it.

'k elanlc]
RSL FUNERAL RITUAL [ «—ﬂ

In celebrating and giving thanks for the life
of the deceased, a funeral service assists
the bereaved in coping with grief. The RSL
can conduct a funeral ritual segment for its
veterans that highlights the services of the
deceased to their country, both in conflict
and in peace, so that the bereaved will be
proud of the veteran’s contribution and the
RSL's acknowledgment of it.

For more information on our programs please contact:

Tammy Gardner or Sophie Calogiros from Veteran and Community Services
on 9557 4547 or email: veteranservices@bentleighrsl.com.au

Bentleigh RSL | AT EASEVOLUME79 2/



DISCOVER CONNECTION
THROUGH RSL ACTIVE

RSL Active is designed to bring veterans, first responders and
their families together through a diverse range of free social,
recreational and wellbeing activities. Whether you're looking
to meet new people, reconnect with the veteran community,
or simply try something different, RSL Active provides a
welcoming and supportive environment for everyone.

Our activities offer opportunities to connect with fellow
veterans, build lasting friendships, share stories and
experiences, strengthen support networks, and improve
both physical and mental wellbeing. From painting, ten-
pin bowling and archery to go-karting, axe throwing and
family-friendly outings, there’s something to suit every
interest and ability.

With new events and activities taking place across Victoria
throughout the year, there’s never been a better time to get
involved. Scan the QR code below to subscribe to the RSL
Active weekly newsletter.

All RSL Active activities are provided free of charge for
current and ex-serving veterans, first responders, and their
immediate family members.

Come along and discover how RSL Active can help you build
new friendships, create lasting memories, and stay connected
— because no one should face life after service alone.

RSL

Active



STAY CONNECTED WITH THE
BENTLEIGH RSL APP

Have you downloaded the Bentleigh RSL App yet? If not, now is the perfect time!

Our App is the easiest way to stay up to date with everything happening at
Bentleigh RSL. Keep informed about upcoming events, promotions, special offers,

member news and more — all at your fingertips.

Already have the App2 Make sure you keep checking in regularly and don't
forget to play the Daily Game for your chance to win!

Don't miss out on what's happening at your RSL. Download the Bentleigh RSL
App today, keep checking in and stay connected!

WELCOME JOHN

BSL  eenizicrz ;

JOHN SMITH
MEMBER ID; 123456
TAP CARD 70 scan

@{ﬁm

oG\
MEMBEt;mﬂm i

oSt
ognusingyost

MY OFFERs /

3

| MyePors

$2360 |

GETITON
} Google Play

£ Download on the
L ¢ App Store

SCAN QR TO
'DOWNLOAD

DOWNLOAD OUR MEMBER APP TODAY
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www.bentleighrsl.com.au
ABN 64 756 700 342

POPPY APPEAL 2026

Your generous donation allows the RSL to tailor specialist services to the needs
of our current and former service men and women, and their families.

Examples include:

e Crisis accommodation for at risk veterans

e Financial assistance for families in need

¢ Health and wellbeing programs

e Employment support

* Assistance with accessing pension enfitlements.

How you can donate

Name: Amount: $ (cash/chq/ cc)

Bentleigh RSL Membership No:

Payment enclosed /or in person at reception at Bentleigh RSL
Bentleigh RSL Sub Branch Incorporated — PO Box 125, Bentleigh 3204

Please detach and return to above address with your donation.
(Donations of $2.00 or more are tax deductible)

Make cheques payable to Bentleigh RSL Sub Branch Inc.

Credit Card

Please come and see us at Reception or call us on 03 9557 4547 to make
a donation over the phone

Direct Debit

Pay online banking direct into our “Bentleigh RSL Agent Appeal PFB86”
BSB: 013 328 Account #: 2148-29447
Reference: Membership # or Full Name

Receipt required (please tick): |:| Yes |:| No

(03) 9557 4547 admin@bentleighrsl.com!au 8 PO Box 125, Bentleigh VIC 3204 n 538-540 Centre Road, Bentleigh VIC 3204

Hona




VALE

Name

DE MEDICI, Norma Theresa
DAVIS, John Francis

SMITH, Alice Mary
WARREN-SMITH, Robert Lee
UNGAR, Robert Peter
GAYLARD, Evelyn Joyce
COSTELLOE, Peter Francis
KEABLE, Norma

SMITH, Maurice

PHYLAND, Margaret
BIGNELL, William (Bill) Harry
GEORGE, Claire Marie
COLLINS, Charles Christopher
SAMPSON, Dorothy Myra
REID, John Henry
COPLAND, Lauris Annetta
ROBERTS, Mavis
VAUGHAN, Particia

JONES, Nan Virginia

TAFFS, Geoff

BOORN, John Harcoan

IT1S WITH DEEP REGRET THAT WE REPORT
THE PASSING OF OLD MATES

Service No

PM7219

V73796

430064

450630

167160

3/721498 Army

3/771250

Member Type

Affiliate Widow
Service
Affiliate Widow
Affiliate
Service
Affiliate Widow
Affiliate
Affiliate
Service
Affiliate Widow
Service
Affiliate Widow
Affiliate
Affiliate Widow
Service
Affiliate
Affiliate Widow
Affiliate Widow
Affiliate Widow
Service

Service

Date of Death

03,/01/2026
26/01,/2026
28/01,/2026
31,/01,/2026
07,/02/2026
14/02,/2026
20/02,/2026
27/02/2026
02,/03,/2026
20,/03/2026
23/03/2026
09,/04,/2026
30/05,/2026
06,/06,/2026
08,/06,/2026
17,/06,/2026
27,/06,/2026
30/06,/2026
15/07,/2026
17,/07,/2026

03/08,/2026
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538-540 Centre Road, Bentleigh ¢ Phone: 9557-4547 + OPEN DAILY from 10am-3am

www.bentleighrsl.com.au




